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CARLISLE AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 

PLANNED INSTRUCTION COVER PAGE 
 

Title of Course: UNITED STATES HISTORY - II    Subject Area: Social Studies  Grade Level: 9
th

____  __
                

           

 

Course Length: (Semester/Year): Year    Duration: 50 minutes/day  Frequency: 5 periods___ 

 

Prerequisites: U.S. History I (Beginnings to 1865)   Credit: 1 credit   Level: Option I & II____ 

 

Course Description/Objectives:   
United States History II: 1850-1950 is a graduation requirement for all students. All freshmen and any upperclassman transfer 

student with no U.S. History in his or her background must take this course.  The course is a continuation of United States History I 

offered in the eighth grade.  It examines the political, economic, social, and international issues that shaped our nation from 

Reconstruction to 1950.  Units of study include Reconstruction, westward expansion, the Industrial Age, Progressivism. the growth of 

U.S. power overseas, World War I, the “roaring twenties,” the Great Depression and New Deal, World War II, and the beginnings of 

the Cold War 

 

Students will enroll in either an “Option I” or “Option II” course. The two courses present similar core information, as 

described above, but the Opt. I course is geared toward the vocational student who, upon graduation, will enter a trade school or the 

military, or who will go directly into the work force. The course is intended to prepare students to become fully functioning adult 

citizens who understand the mechanisms of our government and how to best influence that government through responsible and 

informed civic participation and decision-making.  Fundamental social studies skills and knowledge that are useful before and after 

graduation will be emphasized.   

 

The Opt. II course is geared for the student who enter a two or four-year college program. While the practical citizenship 

element is preserved in this course, it is also intended to provide a more traditional academic background that will prepare students for 

college-level work. Reading and writing expectations and lesson assessments will reflect this college-level orientation.  

 

Major Text(s)/Resources:  The Americans: Reconstruction to the 21
st
 Century, Holt-McDougal, Copyright 2009. 

 

Curriculum Writing Committee:  
Chris Cook   Michael Gavazzi  Pam Priar   Seth Ran 

Kevin Wagner 
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Unit: Reconstructing the Nation Subject Area: U.S. History Grade: 9 

Big Idea: After a bitter civil war, the United States attempt to reunite and reform the nation. 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 

 

5.1J. Explain how law protects individual 

rights and the common good. 

 

5.3B. Compare the responsibilities and 

powers of the three branches within the 

national government. 

 

5.3D. Explain how independent 

government agencies create, amend and 

enforce regulatory policies. 

 

8.3A. Identify and analyze the political 

and cultural contributions of individuals 

and groups to United States history. 

 

8.3C. Analyze how continuity and change 

has influenced United States history. 

 

8.3D. Identify and analyze conflict and 

cooperation among social groups and 

organizations in United States history. 

 

 

 Identify and explain Reconstruction 

plans 

 Analyze the impeachment of 

President Johnson 

 Identify the problems with Grant’s 

administration 

 

 

 

 A three-column chart explaining 

the  Reconstruction plans 

 Write: Imagine you are a U.S. 

Congressman on the electoral 

commission. Depending on your 

views, write for the majority or 

dissenting opinion. (In other words, 

write whether or not you agree with 

the government’s deal to end 

Reconstruction) 

 A Flow Chart identifying and 

explaining the problems of Grant’s 

administration 

 

 

5.1J. Explain how law protects individual 

rights and the common good. 

 

5.3D. Explain how independent 

government agencies create, amend and 

enforce regulatory policies. 

 

 

 Explain how the government 

attempted to help newly freed men 

and women 

 

 Write: Rate (and justify) assistance 

provided by the government during 

Reconstruction 
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Unit: Reconstructing the Nation Subject Area: U.S. History Grade: 9 

Big Idea: After a bitter civil war, the United States attempt to reunite and reform the nation. 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 

 

5.1G. Explain how the government 

protects individual rights. 

 

8.3B. Identify and analyze primary 

documents important in United 

States history. 

 

8.3C. Analyze how continuity and change 

has influenced United States history. 

 

8.4D. Identify and analyze conflict and 

cooperation among social groups and 

organizations in United States history. 

 

 

 Identify and explain the 

Reconstruction amendments 

 Analyze the southern response to 

emancipation and newly acquired 

rights of blacks 

 Compare and contrast 

sharecropping and tenant farming 

 

 

 

 Foldable explain the 13
th

, 14
th

, and 

15
th

 Amendments and a Prediction 

Tree Model regarding the reality of 

the Reconstruction Amendments 

 Write: Word Splash (including, but 

not limited to): Discrimination, 

Segregation, Black Codes, Literacy 

Test, Poll Tax, Grandfather Clause, 

and KKK 

 Venn Diagram for sharecropping 

and tenant farming 

 

5.3B. Compare the responsibilities and 

powers of the three branches within the 

national government. 

 

8.1D. Analyze and interpret historical 

research. 

 

8.3A. Identify and analyze the political 

and cultural contributions of individuals 

and groups to United States history. 

 

8.3B. Identify and analyze primary 

documents important in United 

States history.  

 

 

 

 Analyze landmark Supreme Court 

cases (Plessy v. Ferguson, Brown v. 

Board of Education)  

 Assess key 20
th

 Century events that 

led to the fulfillment of promises 

made during Reconstruction 

 

 

 

 Bumper sticker advocating equal 

treatment for all Americans 

 Project: Reconstruction and Civil 

Rights (newspaper article) 
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Unit: Reconstructing the Nation Subject Area: U.S. History Grade: 9 

Big Idea: After a bitter civil war, the United States attempt to reunite and reform the nation. 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 

 

8.3C. Analyze how continuity and change 

has influenced United States history. 

 

8.4D. Identify and analyze conflict and 

cooperation among social groups and 

organizations in United States history. 

 

 Analyze landmark Supreme Court 

cases (Plessy v. Ferguson, Brown v. 

Board of Education)  

 Assess key 20
th

 Century events that 

led to the fulfillment of promises 

made during Reconstruction 

 

 

 

 Bumper sticker advocating equal 

treatment for all Americans 

 Project: Reconstruction and Civil 

Rights (newspaper article) 
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Unit: Western Expansion  Subject Area: U.S. History Grade: 9
th

  

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 

 

7.1B. Explain and locate places and 

regions. 

 

 Identify geography of the United 

States west of the Mississippi River 

 

 Map quiz 

 

8.3C. Analyze how continuity and change 

has influenced United States history. 

 

 Identify Exodusters 

 Explain the reasons people moved 

west 

 

 Develop a web diagram to record 

details of the reasons people moved 

west 

 

8.3A. Identify and analyze the political 

and cultural contributions of individuals 

and groups to United States history. 

 

8.3B. Identify and analyze primary 

documents, material artifacts and 

historic sites important in United 

States history. 

 

8.3C. Analyze how continuity and change 

has influenced United States history. 

 

8.3D. Identify and analyze conflict and 

cooperation among social groups and 

organizations in United States history 

 

 

 Identify the Dawes Act 

 Identify problems encountered by 

settlers on  the Great Plains 

 Compare and contrast how 

Americans and Native Americans 

viewed land ownership 

 Explain the effects of westward 

expansion on Native Americans 

living on the Great Plains 

 

 

 Read and analyze a primary source 

document about the Dawes Act and 

rewrite it in modern terms 

 Students will create a foldable on 

the different Native American 

battles 

 Create a Venn diagram depicting 

Native American land ownership 

verse white settlers view of 

ownership 
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Unit: Western Expansion  Subject Area: U.S. History Grade: 9
th

  

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 

 

8.3A. Identify and analyze the political 

and cultural contributions of individuals 

and groups to United States history. 

 

8.3B. Identify and analyze primary 

documents, material artifacts and 

historic sites important in United 

States history. 

 

8.3C. Analyze how continuity and change 

has influenced United States history. 

 

8.3D. Identify and analyze conflict and 

cooperation among social groups and 

organizations in United States history 

 

 Identify the Populist movement 

 Evaluate the real American cowboy 

 Analyze the impact of the 

Transcontinental Railroad 

 Summarize the rise and fall of the 

cattle industry 

 Explain the struggles and support 

plains farmers experienced during 

Westward Expansion 

 

 

 Create a poster of protest to explain  

the Populist movement 

 Students will write the script for the 

MythBusters TV show explaining 

common misconceptions about 

cowboys  

 Write a newspaper article 

conveying the major impact of the 

completion of the transcontinental 

railroad 

 Create a 30 second TV ad on ways 

to help farmers with their struggles 

 

8.3C. Analyze how continuity and change 

has influenced United States history. 

 

8.3D. Identify and analyze conflict and 

cooperation among social groups and 

organizations in United States history 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Analyze the Carlisle Indian School 

and its attempt to assimilate Native 

Americans 

 

 

 Show a clip of the video from “In 

the White man’s image” 

 



7 

 

Unit: Immigration & Urbanization Subject Area: U.S. History Grade: 9
th

  

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 

 

7.1B. Explain and locate places and 

regions. 

 

8.3B. Identify and analyze primary 

documents, material artifacts and 

historic sites important in United 

States history. 

 

8.3C. Analyze how continuity and change 

has influenced United States history. 

 

8.3D. Identify and analyze conflict and 

cooperation among social groups and 

organizations in United States history 

 

 Identify old and new immigrants 

 Explain the immigration experience 

at Ellis Island around the turn of the 

century 

 Compare and contrast the 

immigration issues from the turn of 

the Century to today 

 Analyze America as a melting pot 

 Identify the class system (noting the 

emergence of the middle class) 

established during the late 1800s 

 

 Students will label the countries on 

the map. They will each be given 

two color pencils to shade in the 

countries as “new” or “old”. 

 Students will write about their 

family’s immigration experience 

and compare it with immigration of 

the late 1800s and early 1900s. 

 Students will draw a political 

cartoon expressing the idea of 

America as a melting pot. 

 Students will be given a list of 

characteristics from the three 

classes. Students will cut and paste 

the characteristics into a three 

column chart. 

 

8.3B. Identify and analyze primary 

documents, material artifacts and 

historic sites important in United 

States history. 

 

8.3C. Analyze how continuity and change 

has influenced United States history. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Identify Nativism and its effects 

 Identify Chinese Exclusion Act and 

the Gentlemen’s Agreement 

 Explain the problems encountered 

by newly arrived immigrants and 

how they reacted 

 

 

 Students will write a word splash 

including the following but not 

limited to: Nativism, Chinese 

Exclusion, Gentlemen’s 

Agreement, and the Quota Act. 

 Students will create a flip chart 

with problems encountered on the 

outside and the solution to that 

problem on the inside.  
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Unit: Western Expansion  Subject Area: U.S. History Grade: 9
th

  

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 

 

8.3A. Identify and analyze the political 

and cultural contributions of individuals 

and groups to United States history. 

 

8.3B. Identify and analyze primary 

documents, material artifacts and 

historic sites important in United 

States history. 

 

8.3C. Analyze how continuity and change 

has influenced United States history. 

 

8.3D. Identify and analyze conflict and 

cooperation among social groups and 

organizations in United States history 

 

 Identify political machines and their 

role in society 

 Identify tenements, slums, and 

sanitation 

 Identify the difference between 

patronage and merit system 

 Identify Civil Service 

 Explain how cities grew rapidly 

during the early 20
th

 century 

 

 

 Students will create a bumper 

sticker that shows how political 

bosses help/hurt the immigrants. 

  Students will complete a web 

quest about the Lower East Side 

Tenement. 

 Students will use a Venn diagram 

to compare patronage and the merit 

system.  

  Students will create a T-chart 

comparing jobs in the private 

sector verse those in the public 

sector.  

 Students will compare what makes 

cities grow today verse what makes 

cities grow at the turn of the 

century. 

 

8.3C. Analyze how continuity and change 

has influenced United States history. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Explain the problems and solutions 

associated with rapidly growing 

cities 

 

 

 

 Students will create wed diagram 

depicted the problems and 

solutions of rapidly growing cities. 
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Unit: Industrialization Subject Area: US History II Grade: 9 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 

 

6.3C. Explain how resources can be used 

in different ways to produce different 

goods and services. 

 

8.3A. Identify and analyze the political 

and cultural contributions of individuals 

and groups to United States history. 

 

6.3A. Explain how resources can be used 

in different ways to produce different 

goods and services. 

 

 

 Identify the main resources of the 

Age of Industry (iron ore, coal, oil) 

 Identify the industrial giants 

 Analyze the refining and 

production process 

 

 

 Create a poster that illustrates the 

main resources of the age, including 

the products that were made from 

these resources. 

 Create a chart that compares the 

industrial giants by illustrating their 

areas of business success. 

 Create simulations of both the 

refining and production processes. 
 

 

8.3A. Identify and analyze the political 

and cultural contributions of individuals 

and groups to United States history. 

 

 

 Identify the major inventions of the 

era (telephone, light bulb, motion 

picture, recorded sound, 

automobile) 

 

 Have each student research a major 

invention of the era, focusing on the 

inventor and the influence of the 

invention on American society - both 

then and now. 

 

6.2D. Analyze the functions of economic 

institutions (e.g., corporations, not-for-

profit institutions).  

 

6.5B. Describe how productivity is 

measured and identify ways in which a 

person can improve his or her productivity. 

 

6.5F. Identify leading entrepreneurs in 

Pennsylvania and the United States 

and describe the risks they took and 

the rewards they received. 

 

 Identify the growth of business into 

corporations 

 Identify scientific management 

 Explain the theories that supported 

industrial expansion 

 

 

 Develop a flow chart that depicts 

the process of small(er) businesses 

growing into corporations. 

 Create a simulation showing how 

scientific management works with a 

specific product. 
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Unit: Industrialization Subject Area: US History II Grade: 9 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 

 

6.2I. Explain how government provides 

public goods. 

 

6.3B. Analyze how unlimited wants and 

limited resources affect decision-making. 

 

6.2H. Analyze the economic roles of 

governments in market economies. 

 

 

 

 Identify the impact of the Interstate 

Commerce Commission 

 Analyze the consequences of the 

Age of Industry 

 Explain how the Sherman Anti-

Trust Act attempted to regulate 

business 

 

 Create a pamphlet from Congress to 

the American people justifying 

government regulation 

 Create a “positive” and “negative” 

list of consequences from rapid 

growth of big business 

 As a character of the game 

monopoly, write a letter of protest 

to the “monopoly man” explaining 

why you feel his game is a bad 

example for American children.  

 

 

6.3F Explain how incentives affect the 

behaviors of workers, savers, consumers, 

and producers. 

 

8.3A Identify and analyze the political and 

cultural contributions of individuals and 

groups to United States history. 

 

 

 

 Describe the working conditions of 

the late 1800s 

 Identify ways the working class 

responded to problems 

 

 

 After reading a passage from The 

Jungle create a diary entry of an 

immigrant describing what your life 

is like. 

 Create a poster attempting to 

organize workers to attend a 

meeting to address working 

conditions at your factory. 
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Unit: Age of Imperialism Subject Area: U.S. History Grade: 9 

Big Idea: Around the turn of the 20
th

 Century, the United States became a world power. 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 

 

5.4C. Explain the effects United States 

political ideas have had on other 

nations. 

 

8.1D. Analyze and interpret historical 

research. 

 

8.3A. Identify and analyze the political 

and cultural contributions of individuals 

and groups to United States history. 

 

8.3C. Analyze how continuity and change 

has influenced United States history. 

 

8.4D. Identify and analyze conflict and 

cooperation among social groups and 

organizations in United States history. 

 

7.1B. Explain and locate places and 

regions. 

 

 

 Evaluate and assess the methods 

used by the U.S. to acquire new 

territories (Alaska, Hawaii, 

Philippines, Guam, and Puerto 

Rico)  

 Locate and label: Alaska, Caribbean 

Sea, Cuba, Hawaii, Pacific Ocean, 

Panama, Philippines, and Puerto 

Rico 

 Identify the post-war and current 

status of Alaska, Hawaii, 

Philippines, Guam, and Puerto Rico 

 

 

 

 Student-generated political cartoon 

about the American purchase of 

Alaska or annexation of Hawaii 

 Map quiz 

 Simulation: Where are they now? 

(Alaska, Hawaii, Philippines, and 

Puerto Rico) 

6.4B. Explain how trade may improve a 

society's standard of living. 

8.1B. Analyze and interpret historical 

sources. 

8.3A. Identify and analyze the political 

and cultural contributions of individuals 

and groups to United States history. 

8.3C. Analyze how continuity and change 

has influenced United States history. 

 

 Explain the motives for American 

expansion during the mid to late 

1800’s 

 Identify opponents of American 

imperialism (Anti-imperialist 

League)  

 

 

 

 Debate: 19
th

 Century American 

imperialism  
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Unit: Age of Imperialism Subject Area: U.S. History Grade: 9 

Big Idea: Around the turn of the 20
th

 Century, the United States became a world power. 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 

 

5.4B. Explain the role of the United States 

in world affairs. 

 

5.4C. Explain the effects United States 

political ideas have had on other 

nations. 

 

8.1D. Analyze and interpret historical 

research. 

 

8.3B. Identify and analyze primary 

documents important in United 

States history. 

 

 

 Identify post-war imperialistic 

legislation 

 Identify the significance of 

constructing a canal through 

Panama 

 

 

 Visual representation of the Platt 

Amendment 

 Write: Create a newspaper article 

explaining the significance of the 

construction of a canal through 

Panama 

 

6.2K. Interpret how media reports can 

influence perceptions of the costs and 

benefits of decisions. 

 

8.3A. Identify and analyze the political 

and cultural contributions of individuals 

and groups to United States history. 

 

8.4D. Identify and analyze conflict and 

cooperation among social groups and 

organizations in United States history. 

 

 

 Identify military and government 

leaders (TR, Dewey, McKinley, 

Seward)  

 Identify the causes of SPAM 

 Identify U.S. military actions in the 

Philippines and Cuba 

 Compare and contrast the Spanish 

American war and the Philippine 

American war 

 

 

 Talking Head: McKinley, A-Z: 

Teddy Roosevelt 

 Comic strip about the main causes 

of SPAM 

 Write: Yellow journalism article 

about the War in the Philippines 

 Compare the film Rough Riders 

with the textbook’s rendition 

 Venn Diagram: Compare and 

contrast SPAM and the Philippine 

American War 
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Unit: The Progressive Era Subject Area: U.S. History Grade: 9 

Big Idea: In the early 1900s, Americans recognized problems in our society and initiated change. 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 

 

8.1D. Analyze and interpret historical 

research. 

 

8.2A. Analyze the political and cultural 

contributions of individuals and groups to 

Pennsylvania history from 1787 to 1914. 

 

8.3A. Identify and analyze the political 

and cultural contributions of individuals 

and groups to United States history from 

1787 to 1914. 

 

8.3B. Identify and analyze primary 

documents, material artifacts and historic 

sites important in United States history 

from 1787 to 1914. 

 

8.3C. Analyze how continuity and change 

has influenced United States history from 

1787 to 1914. 

 

 Identify muckrakers (Hine, Riis, 

Sinclair, Steffens, and Tarbell) 

 Identify progressive feminists 

(Gilman, Sanger, Catt) and their 

contributions to the women’s rights 

movement  

 Identify arguments in favor of and 

opposed to women’s suffrage 

 Identify Booker T. Washington and 

W.E.B. Dubois and their 

contributions to the black rights 

movement 

 Identify early Prohibition 

movements 

 

 Research the various muckrakers, 

reformers, and reform movements 

and create a “Progressive Cube” 

from a small tissue box. 

 Research and create a Progressive 

reformer pamphlet. 

 Assign various primary articles 

written by progressives and have 

students write letters in response to 

the person who wrote the article. 

 

8.1A. Analyze chronological thinking 

 

8.1C. Analyze the fundamentals of 

historical interpretation. 

 

 

 

 

 Identify democratic reforms of the 

era (Direct Primary, Initiative and 

Referendum, and Recall) 

 Compare and contrast the 

presidencies of Roosevelt, Taft, and 

Wilson noting their opinions and 

actions towards trusts 

 

 

 Create a Progressive Era Timeline 

 Create a Venn diagram to compare 

and contrast Roosevelt, Taft, and 

Wilson 

 Divide the class to create political 

cartoons focusing on public and 

private reform. 
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Unit: The Progressive Era Subject Area: U.S. History Grade: 9 

Big Idea: In the early 1900s, Americans recognized problems in our society and initiated change. 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 

 

8.3A. Identify and analyze the political 

and cultural contributions of individuals 

and groups to United States history from 

1787 to 1914. 

 

8.3B. Identify and analyze primary 

documents, material artifacts and historic 

sites important in United States history 

from 1787 to 1914. 

 

8.3C. Analyze how continuity and change 

has influenced United States history from 

1787 to 1914. 

 

8.3D Identify and analyze conflict and 

cooperation among social groups and 

organizations in United States history from 

1787 to 1914. 

 

 Identify reforms and Amendments 

(16th-19th) during Wilson’s 

Presidency 

 Identify the difference between 

public (Gov’t) and private 

(YMCA/Salvation Army/Hull 

House) reform 

 

5.2C. Analyze skills used to resolve   

conflicts in society and government. 

 

6.1A. Analyze the similarities and 

differences in economic systems. 

 

8.2A. Analyze the political and cultural     

contributions of individuals and groups to 

Pennsylvania history from 1787 to 1914. 

 

 

 

 Evaluate the changing role of 

government in response to labor 

disputes 

 Compare and contrast Capitalism, 

Mixed Economy, Socialism, and 

Communism 

 

 Divide students into groups to 

write plays illustrating Theodore 

Roosevelt’s involvement in settling 

the Pennsylvania Coal Miners’ 

Strike. 

 Pose various economic problems 

and have students respond as 

Mr./Mrs. Capitalism, Mr./Mrs. 

Mixed Economy, Mr./Mrs. 

Socialism, or Mr./Mrs. 

Communism 
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Unit: The Progressive Era Subject Area: U.S. History Grade: 9 

Big Idea: In the early 1900s, Americans recognized problems in our society and initiated change. 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 

 

8.3A. Identify and analyze the political 

and cultural contributions of individuals 

and groups to United States history from 

1787 to 1914. 

 

8.3B. Identify and analyze primary 

documents, material artifacts and historic 

sites important in United States history 

from 1787 to 1914. 

 

8.3C. Analyze how continuity and change 

has influenced United States history from 

1787 to 1914. 
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Unit: World War I (The Great War) Subject Area: U.S. History Grade: 9 

Big Idea: Because the U.S. successfully intervened during World War I, it confirmed its status as a world power. 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 

 

6.3B. Analyze how unlimited wants 

and limited resources affect decision-

making. 

 

8.1A. Analyze chronological 

thinking. 

 

8.1C. Analyze the fundamentals of 

historical interpretation. 

 

8.3A. Identify and analyze the 

political and cultural contributions of 

individuals and groups to United 

States history from 1787 to 1914. 

 

8.3B. Identify and analyze primary 

documents, material artifacts and 

historic sites important in United 

States history from 1787 to 1914. 

 

8.3C. Analyze how continuity and 

change has influenced United States 

history from 1787 to 1914. 

 

8.3D. Identify and analyze conflict 

and cooperation among social groups 

and organizations in United States 

history from 1787 to 1914. 

 

 Identify and analyze the MAIN causes 

of WWI - Underlying causes/events in 

Europe. 

 Identify and analyze the immediate 

cause WWI. 

 Analyze and evaluate the events leading 

to U.S. intervention during WWI. 

 

 Create a group web that illustrates 

the underlying causes and 

immediate cause of WWI 

 Create a timeline of events that 

leads to intervention in WWI. 
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Unit: World War I (The Great War) Subject Area: U.S. History Grade: 9 

Big Idea: Because the U.S. successfully intervened during World War I, it confirmed its status as a world power. 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 
 

8.1A. Analyze the fundamentals of 

historical interpretation. 

 

 Locate, label, and identify countries 

belonging to the two alliance systems 

during WWI (Central Powers and 

Allies) 

 Locate, label, and identify the post-

WWI countries of Europe. 

 

 

 Create two authentic maps 

illustrating European countries 

before and after WWI and then 

compare and contrast the two 

maps. 

 

8.3A. Identify and analyze the 

political and cultural contributions of 

individuals and groups to United 

States history from 1787 to 1914. 

 

8.3B. Identify and analyze primary 

documents, material artifacts and 

historic sites important in United 

States history from 1787 to 1914. 

 

8.3C. Analyze how continuity and 

change has influenced United States 

history from 1787 to 1914. 

 

8.3D. Identify and analyze conflict 

and cooperation among social groups 

and organizations in United States 

history from 1787 to 1914. 

 

 Identify how the war in Europe changes 

after the U.S. enters the war 

 Describe how individual rights were 

curtailed as a result of the Espionage 

and Sedition Acts 

 Identify military and government 

leaders (Pershing, Alvin York, Wilson, 

Henry Cabot Lodge) 

 

 Create a flow diagram that outlines 

the impacts of the U.S. entering the 

war. 

 Research examples of individuals 

and/or groups targeted by the 

Espionage and Sedition Acts and 

write a summary that might be 

used by a defense attorney or by 

the prosecution attorney. 

 Create a cereal box dedicated to 

one or the military and government 

leaders. 
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Unit: World War I (The Great War) Subject Area: U.S. History Grade: 9 

Big Idea: Because the U.S. successfully intervened during World War I, it confirmed its status as a world power. 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 
 

8.1C. Analyze the fundamentals of 

historical interpretation. 

 

8.3A. Identify and analyze primary 

documents, material artifacts and 

historic sites important in United 

States history from 1787 to 1914. 
 

 

 

 

 Examine and assess the role of the U.S. 

during and after the Versailles Peace 

Conference 

 

 Compare and contrast Wilson’s 

Fourteen Points to the Treaty of 

Versailles of 1919 
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Unit: The Roaring 20s Subject Area: U.S. History Grade: 9 

Big Idea: During the 1920s America reacted, rebelled, and economically declined. 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 

 

8.3A. Identify and analyze the political 

and cultural contributions of individuals 

and groups to United States history. 

 

 

 

 

 Summarize the Republican 

presidencies of 1920s 

 

 

 In small groups, brainstorm a list of 

qualities for an effective president, 

write the suggestions on the board, 

and compare it/write with the 20s 

presidents 

 

 

8.1B. Analyze and interpret historical 

sources. 

 

8.1D. Analyze and interpret historical 

research. 

 

8.3A. Identify and analyze the political 

and cultural contributions of individuals 

and groups to United States history. 

 

8.3B. Identify and analyze primary 

documents important in United 

States history. 

 

8.3C. Analyze how continuity and change 

has influenced United States history. 

 

8.4D. Identify and analyze conflict and 

cooperation among social groups and 

organizations in United States history. 

 

 

 

 Identify the Great Migration 

 Identify lost generation authors and 

their impact 

 Analyze the effects of America’s 

fear of Communism  

 Explain and identify examples of 

the reemergence of nativism in the 

post war era 

 Analyze the Scopes Trial and its 

effects on modern education 

 

 

 

 Create an newspaper 

article/advertisement that 

highlights the reasons why African 

Americans moved from the South 

to the North 

 Read various excerpts from the 

works of Lost Generation authors 

and write/explain who the “lost 

generation” is today 

 Simulate a Palmer Raid 

 Create a mock trial of the Sacco 

and Vanzetti case, where the 

students act as the jury 

 Create a visual depiction of the 

Scopes Monkey Trial 
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Unit: The Roaring 20s Subject Area: U.S. History Grade: 9 

Big Idea: During the 1920s America reacted, rebelled, and economically declined. 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 

 

8.1B. Analyze and interpret historical 

sources. 

 

8.3A. Identify and analyze the political 

and cultural contributions of individuals 

and groups to United States history. 

 

8.3C. Analyze how continuity and change 

has influenced United States history. 

 

 

 Evaluate the success of the “Noble 

Experiment” (18
th

 Amendment) 

 Identify the “flapper” culture 

 Identify the issue of the double 

standard during the 1920s and today 

 Identify the Harlem Renaissance 

and prominent African Americans 

 

 Write: How and why did the 18
th

 

Amendment fail?  

 Discuss the double standard of the 

20s and debate it’s continued 

existence  

 Research a Harlem Renaissance  

author, artist, or musician and 

explain/write about his/her impact  

 

6.2E. Explain the laws of supply and 

demand and how these affect the 

prices of goods and services. 

 

6.2F. Analyze how competition among 

producers and consumers affects price, 

costs, product quality, service, product 

design, variety and advertising. 

 

6.2K. Interpret how media reports can 

influence perceptions of the costs and 

benefits of decisions. 

 

6.5E. Define wealth and describe its 

distribution within and among the 

political divisions of the United States. 

 

 

 

 Identify consumerism during the 

1920s 

 Explain how prosperity during the 

1920s was superficial (uneven 

distribution of wealth, credit, 

buying on the margin) 

 

 

 

 Create an original advertisement 

reflecting the rise in consumerism 

during the 20s 

 Create a radio broadcast that 

explains the crumbling economy 

during the 20s 
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Unit: The Roaring 20s Subject Area: U.S. History Grade: 9 

Big Idea: During the 1920s America reacted, rebelled, and economically declined. 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 

 

8.4D. Identify and analyze conflict and 

cooperation among social groups and 

organizations in United States history. 
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Unit: Great Depression and New Deal Subject Area: U.S. History Grade: 9 

Big Idea: The severe economic depression of the 1930s prompted government intervention. 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 

 

8.3B. Identify and analyze primary 

documents, material artifacts and 

historic sites important in United 

States history. 

 

8.3C. Analyze how continuity and change 

has influenced United States history. 

 

6.1D. Describe historical examples of 

expansion, recession and depression in 

the United States. 

 

 Identify “Black Tuesday” 

 Identify Dust Bowl 

 Explain causes of the Great 

Depression (crisis in farm sector, 

overproduction of goods, crash of 

stock market, superficial prosperity) 

 

 

 

 Students will create a foldable that 

details the causes of the Great 

Depression.  

 

 

8.3B. Identify and analyze primary 

documents, material artifacts and 

historic sites important in United 

States history. 

 

8.3C. Analyze how continuity and change 

has influenced United States history. 

 

 

 

 Identify the impact of the 

Depression on Americans lives 

 

 Students will compare a short 

video clip from Cinderella Man to 

the textbook account of the 

Depression. 

 

 

8.3A. Identify and analyze the political 

and cultural contributions of individuals 

and groups to United States history. 

 

 

 

 

 Identify Bank Holiday 

 Identify New Deal programs 

 Recognize opposition to FDR’s 

New Deal (Huey Long, Father 

Coughlin, Francis Townsend, 

Liberty League) 

 

  Students will draw a political 

cartoon of FDR’s first major action 

as president. 

 Students will create a children’s 

book detailing the New Deal 

program.  
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Unit: Great Depression and New Deal Subject Area: U.S. History Grade: 9 

Big Idea: The severe economic depression of the 1930s prompted government intervention. 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 

 

8.3B. Identify and analyze primary 

documents, material artifacts and 

historic sites important in United 

States history. 

 

8.3C. Analyze how continuity and change 

has influenced United States history. 

 

8.3D. Identify and analyze conflict and 

cooperation among social groups and 

organizations in United States history 

 

 Compare direct relief with 

government work programs 

 Compare and contrast the 

presidential responses to the Great 

Depression 

 Explain how FDR communicated 

and comforted Americans during 

the Depression 

 

 Students will create a web diagram 

indicating who was criticizing FDR 

and why. 

  Students will use a Venn diagram 

to compare direct relief with 

government work programs.  

 Create a T-chart comparing the two 

presidents during the Great 

Depression. 

 Write a radio broadcast as if you 

were FDR trying to comfort the 

American people. 

 

6.2H Analyze the economic roles of 

Governments 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Explain the current role of the U.S. 

government in preventing a similar 

economic depression 

 

 Students will write their own 

personal opinion about the role of 

government in prevent a similar 

economic depression.  
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Unit: World War II Subject Area: US History II Grade: 9 

Big Idea: U.S. intervention changed the outcome of the Second World War. 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 

 

7.1B. Explain and locate places and 

regions. 

 

 

 

 

 Locate, label, and identify countries 

belonging to the two alliance 

systems during WWII (Axis, 

Allies) 

 

 Label a map of Europe according to 

the alliances of World War II 

 

 

8.4A. Evaluate the significance of 

individuals and groups who made 

major political and cultural 

contributions to world history. 

 

8.4D. Analyze how conflict and 

cooperation among social groups and 

organizations impacted world history. 

 

 

 

 Identify the issues that led Japan, 

Germany, and Italy to aggressive 

actions in the 1930s 

 Explain how Europe’s responses to 

German aggression failed to 

prevent war  

 Analyze the persecution of Jews 

and European minorities leading up 

to the Holocaust 

 

 

 Create a chronological set of  

newspaper headlines which 

describe the aggressive actions 

taken by Japan, Germany and Italy 

in the 1930s 

 Create a fairy tale which is 

analogous to how Europe dealt with 

German aggression in the 1930s 

 Research a topic concerning the 

persecution of Jews or European 

minorities, or an account from the 

Holocaust, and create a short 

summary about your research 

 

 

8.1A. Analyze chronological thinking. 

 

8.1D. Analyze and interpret historical 

research. 

 

8.3A. Identify and analyze the political 

and cultural contributions of individuals 

and groups to United States history. 

 

 Identify U.S. policies in the early 

years of the war 

 Identify the role of African 

Americans and women during 

WWII 

 Evaluate the effects, at home and 

abroad, of U.S. participation during 

WWII 

 

 Create a “pro” and “con” list 

concerning what role America 

should play as aggression increases 

in Europe in the 1930s 

 Make a list for both African 

Americans and women describing 

their changing roles during WWII 
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Unit: World War II Subject Area: US History II Grade: 9 

Big Idea: U.S. intervention changed the outcome of the Second World War. 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 

 

8.3B. Identify and analyze primary 

documents. 

 

8.3C. Analyze how continuity and change 

has influenced United States history. 

 

8.3D. Identify and analyze conflict and 

cooperation among social groups and 

organizations in United States history. 

 

 

 

 Explain the motive behind Japanese 

American internment 

 

 

 Create a radio show which 

describes 5 effects of U.S. 

participation in war both 

domestically and internationally 

 Debate Executive Order 9066 and 

the military necessity of internment 

camps, drawing examples from 

other time periods in American 

history 

 

8.1C. Analyze the fundamentals of 

historical interpretation. 

 

8.3D. Identify and analyze conflict and 

cooperation among social groups and 

organizations in United States history. 

 

8.4D. Analyze how conflict and 

cooperation among social groups and 

organizations impacted world history. 

 

 Identify the impact of the attack on 

Pearl Harbor 

 Identify major WWII battles 

 Compare and contrast methods of 

warfare during WWII and the 

present 

 

 

 Make a short skit with two scenes, 

scene one will be December 6, 

1941 and scene two will be 

December 7, 1941 

 Research an important battle of 

World War II to be presented to the 

class 

 Make a chart comparing and 

contrasting the warfare of World 

War II with warfare in the present 

 

 

8.3A. Identify and analyze the political 

and cultural contributions of individuals 

and groups to United States history. 

 

 

 

 

 Justify the decision of the U.S. to 

end the war with the use of the 

atomic bomb 

 Explain the challenges faced by the 

Allies in building a just and lasting 

peace 

 

 As generals in a “war room” debate 

the decision of the United States to 

use atomic warfare against the 

Empire of Japan in August of 1945 
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Unit: World War II Subject Area: US History II Grade: 9 

Big Idea: U.S. intervention changed the outcome of the Second World War. 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 

 

8.3D. Identify and analyze conflict and 

cooperation among social groups and 

organizations in United States history. 

 

8.4D. Analyze how conflict and 

cooperation among social groups and 

organizations impacted world history. 

  

 Write a list of the five most 

challenging issues the Allies faced 

at the end of WWII, and after 

prioritizing them, propose ways in 

which these issues will be handled 
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Unit: The Origins of the Cold War Subject Area: US History II Grade: 9 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 

 

8.1A. Analyze chronological thinking 

 

8.3D. Identify and analyze conflict and 

cooperation among social groups and 

organizations in United States history. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Identify the origins of the Cold War 

 Identify the main goals of the 

opposing superpowers. 

 

 

 

 Create a chart that shows on the 

right side, the 3 main reasons the 

Cold War started, and on the left 

side, the three events from the end 

of World War II that caused these 

Cold War issues. 

 Create a poster which shows the 

United States’ goals after World 

War II, as opposed to the Soviet 

Union’s goals. 
 

 

5.4C. Explain the effects United States 

political ideas have had on other nations. 

 

8.4D. Analyze how conflict and 

cooperation among social groups and 

organizations impacted world history in 

Africa, Americas, Asia and Europe. 

 

8.3D Identify and analyze conflict and 

cooperation among social groups and 

organizations in United States history. 

 

 Identify the policies the 

superpowers used to “fight” the 

Cold War. 

 Identify the countries that formed 

into the separate alliances of the 

Cold War. 

 Identify the international conflicts 

that arose as a result of policies of 

the Cold War. 

 

 

 Develop a flow chart that depicts 

how the policies of the Cold War 

developed. 

 Fill in a map of Europe and Asia 

showing the alliances that 

developed after the Cold War. 

 Research the international conflicts 

that arose during the Cold War and 

then present them to the class. 

 

7.1B. Explain and locate places and 

regions. 

 

 

 Identify the regions and countries 

where the conflicts of the Cold War 

took place. 

 

 Create an interactive map on power 

point showing the regions, 

countries, and conflicts that 

developed during the Cold War. 
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Unit: The Origins of the Cold War Subject Area: US History II Grade: 9 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 

 

8.3C Analyze how continuity and change 

has influenced United States history. 

 

 Identify the effects that the Cold 

War had on Americans. 

 

 Create a newspaper from any 

decade from the 1950s to the 1980s 

showing the effects that the Cold 

War had during one of those 

decades. 

 

 

8.4D. Analyze how conflict and 

cooperation among social groups and 

organizations impacted world history. 

 

8.4C. Analyze how continuity and change 

throughout history has impacted belief 

systems and religions, commerce and 

industry, innovations, settlement 

patterns, social organization, 

transportation and roles of women. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Identify why the superpowers never 

engaged in conventional warfare. 

 Identify how the Cold War ended. 

 

 

 Create a drama that shows what 

would have happen if the Cold War 

was fought. 

 Create a fairy tale which is 

analogous to how the Cold War 

ended between the two 

superpowers. 
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COURSE TIME LINE 
 

Unit I: Reconstruction          16 days 

 

Unit II: Western Expansion         14 days  

 

Unit III: Age of Industry         12 days 

 

Unit IV: Immigration and Urbanization       14 days 

 

Unit V: Age of Imperialism         19 days 

 

 

REVIEW AND MIDTERM EXAM       3 days 

 

 

Unit VI: Progressive Era         12 days 

  

Unit VII: World War I         17 days 

  

Unit VIII: 1920s          13 days 

    

Unit IX: Great Depression and New Deal        15 days 

   

Unit X: World War II          18 days 

 

Unit XI: Cold War            7 days 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

REVIEW  AND  FINAL EXAM         4 days 
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SKILL DEVELOPMENT INDICATORS: 
 

1) Develop a research paper: 

   *write an appropriate introduction, body and conclusions 

   *create a bibliography with 5 sources (only one encyclopedia) 

   *utilize proper citations 

   *use primary and secondary sources 

2) Write a thesis essay: 

 *minimum five-paragraph position paper 

 *developed from in-class sources and readings 

3) Write an essay in response to an AP “free response” question 

4) Give an oral presentation: 

   *acquire information that is correct and well organized 

   *use visual aids (if deemed necessary) 

   *stay within assigned timeframes 

   *maintain good eye contact, posture, projection and enunciation 

5) Work effectively in cooperative learning groups: 

 *ask questions of and share information with partner(s) 

 *set and accomplish individual and group goals 

 *set and complete apportioned tasks 

 *support, assist, and encourage other group members 

 *complete group project 

 *maintain involvement in allotted time 

6) Take notes from oral presentations: 

   *write down key ideas from the overhead and from critical listening 

   *ask pertinent questions to facilitate understanding 

  7)  Read critically from a variety of sources utilizing the following skills: 
   *comparing and contrasting 

   *distinguishing fact from fiction 

   *recognizing cause and effect 

   *making and proving generalizations 

   *drawing conclusions / making inferences 

   *analyzing context clues for unfamiliar vocabulary 

8) Develop charts / outlines: 
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ASSESSMENT METHODS: 

 

The teacher will use a variety of assessment techniques selected from, but not limited to, the following list: 

1) Objective tests/quizzes 

2) Essay tests 

3) Take-home / in-class essays 

4) Research papers 

5) Oral presentations: 

 Reports 

 Panel discussions 

 Simulations/Debates 

6) Political cartoon analysis/development 

7) Various writing assignments: 

 Propaganda analysis/development 

 Letters 

 Editorials 

 Letters to congressmen 

8) Posters/Pictures 

9) Charts/Graphs/Maps analysis 

10)  Homework 

11)  Class discussion 

12)  Teacher/Student conferences 

 

Although each individual assessment will have its own grading value, common guidelines include, but are not limited to: 

*  Accurate information  *  Clear presentation 

*  Logical development  *  Focused argument/theme 

*  Proper format   *  Neatness/Organization 

 

Teacher and student-made rubrics will be developed at the discretion of the individual instructor.  Homework policies, specific 

assignment criteria, and test-taking policies will be established by the classroom teacher.   
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCE MATERIALS: 
 

 
Novels:  The Jungle 

(Excerpts Only) The Shame of Our Cities 

  The Waste Land 

The Grapes of Wrath 

 

 

Videos:  Dances with Wolves (Excerpts only) 

 

  Triangle Factory Fire 

The Shaping of America (Series) 

   Homestead Strike 

   Theodore Roosevelt:  Mandate from the People 

   The Immigrant Experience 

 

  Theodore Roosevelt: The Man and His Times 

  The Rough Riders 

  All Quiet on the Western Front 

Pearl Harbor (Excerpts only) 

  Escape From Sobibor 

MacArthur’s War 

 

  Focus on the Last Hundred Years (Series) 

   1900s to 1950s (6 parts) 
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Adaptations/Modifications for Students with I.E.P.s 
Adaptations or modifications to this planned course will allow exceptional students to earn credits toward graduation or develop 

skills necessary to make a transition from the school environment to community life and employment.  The I.E.P. team has 

determined that modifications to this planned course will meet the student’s I.E.P. needs. 

 

Adaptations/Modifications may include but are not limited to: 

 

 INSTRUCTION CONTENT 
- Modification of instructional content and/or instructional approaches 

- Modification or deletion of some of the essential elements 

 

SETTING 
- Preferential seating 

 

METHODS 

- Additional clarification of content 

- Occasional need for one to one instruction 

- Minor adjustments or pacing according to the student’s rate of mastery 

- Written work is difficult, use verbal/oral approaches 

- Modifications of assignments/testing 

- Reasonable extensions of time for task/project completion 

- Assignment sheet/notebook 

- Modified/adjusted mastery rates 

- Modified/adjusted grading criteria 

- Retesting opportunities 

 

MATERIALS 
- Supplemental texts and materials 

- Large print materials for visually impaired students 

- Outlines and/or study sheets 

- Carbonless notebook paper 

- Manipulative learning materials 

- Alternatives to writing (tape recorder/calculator) 

 


